CIMEC - INSTITUTE FOR CULTURAL MEMORY

cIMeC - Institutul de Memorie Culturala (Institute for Cultural Memory) is a public 

institution under the Romanian Ministry of Culture and Religious Affairs, founded in 1978, as a national organisation for the computerised cultural heritage record. CIMEC is financed mainly by the Ministry of Culture and Religious Affairs on a contractual basis. CIMEC is an institutional member of ICOM (International Council of Museums). Staff: 43.

CIMEC activities: 

 - collects, processes, develops and disseminates information concerning movable and immovable cultural heritage, theatre performances, cultural institutions, bibliographic records and cultural events; 

 - maintains the national databases on cultural heritage, the National Archaeological Record database and other computerised cultural information resources;

- co-ordinates heritage documentation projects and participates in various regional and European projects; 

 - develops tools for the collections documentation (artefacts description rules, data standards, terminological thesauri, authority files, software etc.); 

 - is an editor of various publications, in both classical and digital formats; 

 - provides consulting, Internet services and technical assistance for museums, libraries and other cultural institutions.

CIMEC offers assistance to Romanian museums and libraries by: 

 - technical and specialist consulting for the computerisation of the museum collections evidence and documentation; 

 - developing the documentary instruments that are necessary to the unitary evidence of the cultural heritage: developing the national data standards, co-relating them with the 

international standards, issuing the thesauri of terms; 

- electronic services and stimulating the creation of the cultural data network. 

The CIMEC web site (www.cimec.ro), opened in May 1996, is an established resource in our professional milieu. It has reached a monthly average of over 20.000 visits, which is considered to be remarkable for a non-commercial site.

CIMEC has been involved in several European and regional projects:

 - the "ARCHTERRA" project (the Copernicus-Esprit programme) - 1999-2001

 - the "ARENA" project (part of the "Culture 2000" programme) - 2001-2004

 - the "CULTIVATE CEE" project (belonging to the FP 5 project) - 2001-2003

 - the "HEREIN 2" project - European Heritage Network" - 2002-2003

CIMEC published 40 books and CD-ROMs on cultural heritage topics: bibliology, museology, archaeology, numismatics, historic monuments, history, ethnography.
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